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This report outlines work at the Ancient 
House from February to May 2007. 

 
 

 
 
1.  RICS award 

The Ancient House project has won the award for the best building 
conservation project in the Eastern Region. The awards were given out by 
Marianne Suhr, one of the presenters of the BBC’s ‘Restoration’ programme, 
at the Royal Institute for Chartered Surveyors award ceremony at Ickworth 
House on the 17th May.    Other short listed projects were Greyfriars Tower in 
Kings Lynn, Dragon Hall in Norwich, the University of East Anglia 
conservation plan, and two projects in Reedham. 
 
We are delighted with the result and would like to thank all the team that 
worked on the project, in particular our architects Nigel Sunter and Iain 
Walker from Purcell Miller Tritton.  We would also like to thank our contractors 
Draper and Nichols who were so careful with the grade one listed historic 
building.   
 
The Ancient House now goes through to the national final in October where 
competition comes from, amongst others a stained glass window project at 
Lincoln cathedral and Kew Gardens. 
 
Publicity about the award has helped bring in extra visitors to the Museum. 
 

2.  Museum Club 
The Ancient House’s children’s club continues to go from strength to strength 
– Simon Hoffman from Keystone Imagine Arts gave a lively session recently 
on silhouettes, shadow puppets and ended with a mini exhibition of children’s 
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work.   There is a waiting list for new recruits and a full programme for the 
year. 
 

3.  Volunteers and School visits 
The Museum volunteers continue to be a great asset to the Museum.  A 
recent school visit gave us a chance to use the restored museum mangle to 
play its part in the washday activities.  The volunteers are also helping at 
special events such as group visits to the Museum and outdoors events such 
as the Weeting Steam Rally and the Norfolk History Fair at Gressenhall.   
 
We have a number of schools booked to visit the Ancient House as part of the 
NMAS Open Door programme to encourage attendance by schools. 
 

4.  Exhibitions 
We are planning the museum exhibitions to follow on from the Pulpware 
display.  We are in correspondence with the British Museum about the loan of 
items from the Thetford Treasure and are planning a community exhibition 
featuring local collectors.  We will be inviting people to come forward with 
their collections for display at the Ancient House.   
 

5.  Thomas Paine 2009 anniversary 
The curator has been chairing a committee to celebrate the work of Thomas 
Paine.  We have has put together a draft programme of events to mark the 
bicentenary of Thomas Paine’s death.  Costings and fundraising will follow.   
 

6.  Walks 
A season of summer heritage walks are planned with involvement of Frank 
Meeres from the Norfolk Record Office. 
 
 

7.  Staffing 
Jane Bennett, Museum Development Project Manager has moved on to 
pastures new at the Museum of London.  She is now Project Officer for their 
major ‘Capital City’ refurbishment of the displays and facilities.   
 
We welcome back Ellie Hill our Outreach and Audience Development Officer 
from her maternity leave.  Ellie is now working part time (Mon – Thursday 
8.30 – 1.30) and continues the project-funded outreach and activities 
programme. 
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